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NATIONAL STUDY 01 AMERICAN INDIAN EDUCATION 




The attached paper is one of a number which make up the F inal 
Repor t of the National Study of American Indian Education, 

This St.dy was conducted in 196S-69-70 with the aid of a grant 
from the United States Office of Education, OEC-0-8-0S0147-2805 . 



Th e F inal Report consists of five Series of Papers: 

I, Community Backgrounds of Education in the Communities 
Which have Been Studied, 

II, The Education of Indians in Urban Centers, 

III. Assorted Papers on Indian Education- -mainly technical 
papers of a research nature. 

IV. The Education of American Indians--Subs tantivc Papers, 

V. A Survey of the Education of America: Indians. 



The Final Report Series vn 1 L be available from the ERIC Document 
Reproduction Service alter they have been announced in Researc h in 
Education . They will become available commencing in August, 1970, and 
the Series will be completed by the end of 1970, 
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ATTITUDES, UNDERSTANDING , AND INTERACTION: STUDENTS, 

PARENTS, TEACHERS . AND COMJflJNITY LEADERS 



This report is divided into tv:o sections.* The first deals with the 
attitudes cl Indian students and parents toward formal education and the 
attitudes of teachers toward Indians. The second section is concerned with 
the interaction between the Indian community and the school community and the 
degree to which people in these two "worlds" know about and understand each 
other , 



Our daLa come from several sources: the student, parent, teacher and 

community leader interviews, and the. teacher questionnaire. The student, 
parent, and community leader rating scales used are all 6- point scales, but 
the student scale and two of the throe parent scales (I. A and II, C) have been 
collapsed to 4 points as fo 1 lows : 

Points Value 

1 and 2 2 

3 3 

4 4 

5 and 6 5 

The teacher rating scales arc all 5-point scales. Points 1 and 2 have 
been collapsed into one point (with a value of "2") on scale F; the other two 
scales have not been collapsed. The scoring of the items iron the teacher 
questionnaire will be explained as we report on each one. 



*This report is one of a series on the results of the rating scale 
analysis done using Student, Parent, Teacher and Community Leader Interviews 
recorded ny personnel on the National Study of American Indian Education. 

The readc. i wi 11 understand whaL is discussed in this paper better if lie is 
familiar with the other papers in Series IV of the Fin al Re port of the National 
Study of American Indian Education, particularly numbers 1. 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11, 
Paper No, 1 lists the schools studied and some of their characteristics and the 
nature of the field research. Paper No. 7 includes examples fxon the interview 
schedules and rating scales utilized in the Study and describes huw Lhey were 
formulated and used. Papers No, 8 and No, 9 deal with the validity and reli- 
ability of the rating scaler, and interviews. Numbers 10, 11, nr.d 12 are based 
on the results of the rating scale qu* tionnaire analysis. Number 10 deals 
with the attitudes of Indians inward tlnir culture. Number 11 reports on the 
evaluations Indians make of their schools. 
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